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Featuring Speakers From:
Council on Environmental Quality

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of the Governor, State of Wyoming

Western Mining Action Project
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Vail Resorts Management Company
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… and the nation’s leading law firms!

December 3-4, 2009  •  Ritz-Carlton  •  Denver
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New Obama Administration Challenges
N E P A



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE N E P A

REGISTER NOW!   www.cle.com/denvernepa or 800-873-7130

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

 8:15  Registration and Continental Breakfast

 8:45 Welcome and Introduction
  Overview of Day One
  Andrew L. Spielman, Esq., Program Co-Chair 
  Hogan & Hartson, Denver
  Kent Sharp, Principal, Program Co-Chair
  SE Group, Frisco

 9:00 NEPA News
  Snowmaking, Beetles and Guns 	
  Andrew L. Spielman, Esq., Program Co-Chair	

 9:45 Morning Break 

 10:00 Analysis Paralysis
  Hotspots, Holdups and Horrors	
  Denise M. Toombs, Program Director
  Environmental Resources Management, Walnut Creek

 10:45 NEPA Litigation
  Do’s and Don’ts  	
  Daniel J. Dunn, Esq. 
  Holme Roberts & Owen, Denver

11:45 Lunch Break

 1:00 Keynote Presentation
  NEPA in the Obama Administration
  Horst G. Greczmiel, Esq., Associate Director for 		
  NEPA Oversight
  Council on Environmental Quality, Washington, DC

 2:15 Afternoon Break

 2:30 Panel I: A View from the States
  Cooperating Agencies and Regional Projects 
  Alexandra L. Davis, Esq., Assistant Director for Water 
  Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Denver
  Temple Stevenson, Natural Resource Policy Advisor
  Office of the Governor, State of Wyoming, Cheyenne

 3:30 Panel II: Practitioner Panel 
  Lawyers, Guns and Money — NEPA from the Proponents’ Perspective
  J.R. Murray, General Manager  
  Arizona Snowbowl, Flagstaff
  Andrew M. Hensler, Esq., Senior Corporate Counsel 
  Vail Resorts Management Company, Broomfield
  Kent Sharp, Principal, Program Co-Chair

 5:00 Adjourn

 8:15 Continental Breakfast

 8:45  Welcome Back
  Overview of Day Two
  Andrew L. Spielman, Esq., Program Co-Chair 
  Kent Sharp, Principal, Program Co-Chair

 9:00 Stimulating NEPA	  
  Fasttracking NEPA and Stimulus 	
  Rebecca W. Watson, Esq. 
  Hogan & Hartson, Denver

 10:00 Morning Break

 10:15 Energizing NEPA	  
  Fueling Development	
  Robert D. Comer, Esq., Counselor to the Solicitor 
  U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, DC
  Denise A. Dragoo, Esq.
  Snell & Wilmer, Salt Lake City

 11:15 Conserving NEPA
  Public Interest Advocacy	  
  Jeffrey Parsons, Esq.
  Western Mining Action Project, Lyons		

 12:00 Lunch Break

 1:15 Wild NEPA
  Endangered Species	
  Steven W. Carothers, PhD, Aquatic and Terrestrial Biologist
  SWCA Environmental Consultants, Austin

 2:15 Afternoon Break 

 2:30 Mini NEPAs 
  Coming to a State Near You
  Sheila Jones, Esq.
  Holland & Hart, Washington, DC

 3:30 Ethics
  Ethical Foundations
  Catharyn Baird, Esq., Founder and CEO
  EthicsGame, Denver

 4:30 Q&A Panel
  Concluding Remarks from Co-Chairs and Participants

 5:00 Evaluations and Adjourn

Save These Dates!
Distressed Real Estate	 November 16-17, Phoenix
Historic Preservation Compliance	 November 16-17, Houston 
for Energy Projects
Greenhouse Gas Emissions	 December 7-8, Sacramento
Telecommunications Law	 December 7-8, Denver
Negotiating Leases	 January 25-26, Houston
  	 January 28-29, San Antonio
Wind Energy	 January 25-26, Austin

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT!
Do you have specific questions or topics you hope to see covered in this 
program? Would you like to see a Conference on another topic? Would you 
like to learn about sponsorship and exhibit opportunities?  
Contact CLE INTERNATIONAL Program Attorney Michelle Messner, 
michelle@cle.com.



MEET YOUR DISTINGUISHED FACULTY N E P A

REGISTER NOW!   www.cle.com/denvernepa or 800-873-7130

YES! Please register the following: 

Name:

Email:

Name:

Email:

Name:

Email:

Firm:

Address:

City:

State:	 Zip+4:	

Phone:	 Fax:

Cancellation
Full tuition refunds (less a $50 administrative charge) will be given only if 
notice of cancellation is received by 5:00 p.m. MST on the Friday prior to the 
Conference. Substitutions may be made at any time.

MAIL
CLE INTERNATIONAL
1620 Gaylord Street
Denver, CO 80206

FAX
(303) 321-6320

PHONE
(800) 873-7130 www.cle.com/denvernepa

4 Easy Ways
to Register

PROGRAM CO-CHAIRS
Kent Sharp and his firm specialize in the planning, 
design, and development of mountain and resort 
communities. Since 1958, his firm has provided a 
wide range of services to meet the needs of four-
season resort communities, ski areas, and public 
land management agencies throughout the world. 
Andrew L. Spielman practices primarily in 
the areas of public lands and natural resources 
permitting and leads his firm’s ski practice. Prior 
to private practice, he served as a Presidential 
Management Fellow at the White House and at the 
U.S. EPA. He currently serves as Chair of Colorado’s 
Regional Air Quality Council.

KEYNOTE PRESENTER
Horst G. Greczmiel is responsible for overseeing 
and implementing the NEPA and CEQ mandates 
to ensure that federal agencies integrate 
environmental values into decision-making. He 
served as the Director of the NEPA Task Force. 
Prior to joining CEQ, he worked in the Office of 
Environmental Law at Coast Guard Headquarters.

FACULTY
Catharyn Baird synthesized and formulated the 
ethical foundations upon which the EthicsGame 
simulations and assessments are built, and 
articulated them in the ground-breaking textbook, 
“Everyday Ethics: Making Hard Choices in a 
Complex World.”  She is also a professor at Regis 
University. 
Steven W. Carothers is the founder of his 
firm. He is an aquatic and terrestrial biologist 
with over 30 years’ experience in ecological 
research, environmental planning, ESA and NEPA 
compliance, and resource management. He 
currently serves as a senior scientist and principal-
in-charge on large multidisciplinary projects for 
SWCA.

Robert D. Comer has served as Regional Solicitor, 
Rocky Mountain Region, for the Department of the 
Interior. He has provided advice for the strategic 
implementation of Department programs. He 
also has served as Deputy Federal Coordinator 
and General Counsel in establishing the Office 
of the Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation Projects.
Alexandra L. Davis works with the Colorado 
Division of Water Resources, the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board, the Division of Wildlife and 
other state agencies regarding interstate river 
compacts, state water rights issues and federal 
reserved water rights. 
Denise A. Dragoo practices before the Utah State 
Engineer, the Utah Board of Oil, Gas & Mining, 
the U.S. Department of Interior Board of Land 
Appeals, and other state and federal administrative 
agencies. She is the Utah State Bar’s Trustee to the 
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation. 
Daniel J. Dunn started with his firm in 1980. He 
serves as the chair of his firm’s Environmental and 
Toxic Tort Practice Group and Revenue Committee. 
His environmental services involve both 
counseling and litigation, and his experience spans 
a wide variety of subjects. 
Andrew M. Hensler is responsible for the 
mountain division of Vail Resorts. He oversees 
the legal aspects of mountain development and 
expansion as well as the range of legal issues 
arising out of operations. Vail Resorts owns and 
operates the premier resorts of Vail, Beaver Creek, 
Breckenridge, Keystone and Heavenly.
Sheila Jones has 25 years as lead counsel 
representing clients regarding environmental 
enforcement matters, site remediation, project 
development matters, and the development 
of environmental policy. She has extensive 
experience with several environmental statutes, 
including NEPA, the National Historic Preservation 
Act, and the Endangered Species Act.

J.R. Murray is a 30-year ski industry veteran. 
He moved to Flagstaff in 1985 to manage the 
Arizona Snowbowl. The ski area defended its 
master plan through the administrative and 
judicial system in which the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals sided with the Forest Service and 
Snowbowl, allowing the ski area to upgrade 
facilities and make snow using reclaimed 
wastewater on a mountain considered sacred to 
Native American tribes.
Jeffrey Parsons has represented dozens of 
conservation groups and American Indian 
Tribes in NEPA, public land and environmental 
litigation. The Western Mining Action Project is 
the nation’s only nonprofit law firm specializing 
in hard rock mining and related environmental 
law.
Temple Stevenson has focused on various 
natural resource and public land issues for 
Wyoming Governor Dave Freudenthal since 
2004. In addition to her work on the Governor’s 
staff, Ms. Stevenson is in her final year of law 
school at the University of Wyoming College of 
Law.
Denise M. Toombs has 24 years of experience 
in environmental planning and impact analyses, 
permitting, and economic analysis. She has 
extensive experience working in the energy, 
telecommunications, and utility industries 
managing complex, controversial projects in the 
U.S. West Coast, Caribbean, Latin America and 
Asia Pacific. 
Rebecca W. Watson has more than 20 years 
of legal and policy experience in the fields of 
natural resources, federal environmental law, 
and conventional and renewable energy. She 
served as Assistant Secretary for Land and 
Minerals Management at the Department of the 
Interior.

Tuition (Includes Course Materials)	
 	$695 per person
 	$595 each for two or more
 	$595 each for government, 501(c)(3) organizations, full-time judges,  

law students and paralegals
 	$495 each for two or more government, 501(c)(3) organizations,  

full-time judges, law students and paralegals

Home Study
Audio transcript and course materials 
  $695 plus $10 shipping and handling

Course Materials Only
 	$150 plus $10 shipping and handling

Course materials available in:    CD    Binder  o Both (Extra cost: $50/set) 


 Check payable to CLE International $______________or charge my:
 VISA    MASTERCARD    AMEX   Expiration Date:_______________

Card No.

Signature

©2009 CLE INTERNATIONAL DENNEP09 



Earn up to 15 Hours MCLE Credit
Including One Hour of Ethics

Earn up to 12 Hours Real Estate Credit

Earn up to 12 Hours Engineering Credit

REGISTER NOW! 
www.cle.com/denvernepa or 800-873-7130

REGISTER NOW! 
www.cle.com/denvernepa or 800-873-7130

Keynote Presentation
NEPA in the Obama Administration 

Horst G. Greczmiel, Esq., Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
Council on Environmental Quality
Washington, DC
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